
PENHAWITZ

LENAPE SACHEM, HEALER     

AGE IN 1642: Unknown      

PRODUCTS: Wampum, Corn

Penhawitz was the Sachem, or leader, of a group 
of (Munsee) Lenape people.  Their home was lo-
cated near Canarsie.  Penhawitz was involved in 
several land treaties in 1630’s.  

In 1642,  New Amsterdam’s governor, Willem 
Kieft, began a more aggressive assault on the 
neighboring Lenape.  Under Kieft’s command, the 
DWIC violated treaties and began a series of 
violent attacks on the Lenape in areas such as 
Pavonia (today’s Jersey City, NJ), Corlears Hook 
(today’s Lower East Side) and Marechkawick 
(today’s Boerum Hill, Brooklyn) in 1643.  These 
attacks provoked what came to be known as 
Kieft’s War. By the end of Kieft’s War in 1645, 
Penahawitz’s signature is not regularly found in 
documents. His relative Takapousha emerged as a 
prominent Sachem through the next two decades.

LADY DEBORAH MOODY

COMMUNITY LEADER      

AGE IN 1642: 56            

PRODUCTS:  Apples

Lady Deborah Moody was born in England.  She 
was the wealthy widow of Sir Henry Moody.  
After her husband’s death, Deborah joined the 
Anabaptists. The British treated Anabaptists 
harshly, which prompted Deborah and others to 
flee to America in search of religious freedom.

Lady Deborah was the only woman known to 
start a village in colonial America.  In 1643 the 
DWIC allowed her  to start the settlement of 
Gravesend.  Governor Willem Kieft had another 
motive for giving this land grant to Moody:  the 
village of Gravesend helped the DWIC 
outnumber the Lenape on western Long Island. 

During Kieft’s War, Lenape warriors repeatedly 
attacked Gravesend because they considered the 
settlement illegal. Moody was noted for her 
bravery during these attacks.


