
JACOB WOLFORTS 
VAN COWENHOVEN  

LANDOWNER, BREWER

AGE IN 1642:  27      

PRODUCT:  Beer

Jacob Wolferts Van Cowenhoven immigrated to 
New Netherlands as a child in 1625.  His father, 
Wolferts Gerrit Van Cowenhoven, purchased  
the settlement that became known as 
Brooklyn’s Gerritsen Beach from Penhawitz. As 
an adult, Jacob advocated attacking the Lenape 
and the DWIC rewarded him with more land 
after Kieft’s War. Jacob was unlucky in 
business, but eventually became a prominent 
citizen of New Amsterdam. He opened his large 
brewery at the corner of Stone and Broad 
Streets in 1657.

CATALINA ANTHONY

FARMER, HEALER

AGE IN 1642:  Unknown  (mid-30’s-40’s)

PRODUCTS:  Peaches

STATUS:  Half- Free, Formerly Enslaved

Catalina Anthony was the widow of Jochem 
Anthony and most likely spent many years in 
involuntary service to the DWIC.  She held her 
land until the late 1640’s, when her plot was 
sold.  We have no record of what happened to 
her, but her neighbors in the Land of the Blacks 
created a thriving rural community that 
lasted until the early 18th century.  They 
harbored  runaways a century before the 
Underground Railroad.


